The Electionsin Poland
October 11, 2001

The new Prime Minister (designated) announced on October 10 aproposed new government that must
be accepted by the parliament. The Prime Minister on the date is Leszek Miller, leader of the SLD
party. Three vice prime ministers were proposed: Marek Belka for Finance; Marek Pol for the new
post of Infrastructure; and Jarossaw Kainowski for Agriculture. Of interest to those in the energy-
related indudtries, the following ministeria posts were proposed: Jacek Piechota, for Economy;
Wiesaw Kaczmarek for Treasury; and Stanissaw 0dichowski for Environment and Natural Resources.
Thefull ligt isfound on the following page.

The new government will be a codition of SLD, UP, and PSL.

It will beinteresting to watch theway SLD worksitsway through the issues that were controversid in
the dections. privatization, the budget deficit problems, and EU accesson. Clear sgnds and results
are not likely in the next few months asthe new codition learnsto work together. Miller has promised
to run atight ship, dismissng any minister immediately who pursues an agenda other than as agreed by
him. This may be easer to promise than to ddiver.

Background: Parliamentary dections were held per norma schedule on September 23 throughout
Poland to elect anew parliament (upper house-Senate, and lower house-Sgm) and by derivation a
new government. The position of president was subject to dections last year and resulted in the re-
election of Aleksander Kwallniewski, amember of the SLD party (Democratic Left).

The presidentia elections produced aconvincing victory for SLD and presaged alanddide victory for
SLD intheparliamentary elections. Infact, they did win aconsderable portion of the seatsinthe Sgm
(216 seats of 458 or 47%), but it was not a smple mgjority as had been widely expected.

Second place went to the Citizen's Plaform (PO), a new party formed last year by Andrzg
Olechowski at thetime of the presidential elections. Thiswasno surprise. Inthe parliament we suspect
that SLD will turn often to PO for support on issues on which the two find common ground but on
which SLD does not find common ground with PSL, Samoobronaor LPR.

Third place was a big surprise. 1t went to the Samoobrona party, headed by the factious Andrze
Lepper. Lepper made headlines in 2000 by dirring up unrest amongst farmers, blocking roads and
precipitating some violent demondrations. He has emerged in this dection as a political force to be
reckoned with. Although Samoobronawas |€eft out of the formation of a new government, their voice
islikely to be influentid in the new Sgm.

Poland has a percentage cut-off system. Partiesthat do not collect enough votes to make the cut-off
do not enter parliament, and their percentageis spread amongst those who do make the cut in alocating
seatsin the Sgm. The party (UW) that had been a member of the coalition government (AWS and
UW) did not make the cut. The eection was atota defeat for AWS. They both almost disappear
fromthe politica scene. (AWSwas not apolitica party, but acodition of parties, al of whom did very
badly in this eection.)

PSL, the Polish * Peasant Party” dso just made the cut. They havejoined with SLD and UP (who ran
together in the eections) to create a government with avery small parliamentary mgority.

The lagt party to have madethe cut isLPR (League of Polish Families), an extremig, right wing party.
Thar presence on the palitical sceneisnew and disturbing. Their influence could well befar morethan
their very smal presence due to the tentative nature of the ruling margin.



The Full List of Proposed Ministers
October 10, 2001

Post
Prime Miniger

Vice Prime Miniger and Minister of Finance

Vice Prime Miniger and Minister of Infrastructure

Vice Prime Minigter and Minister of Agriculture
Minigter of Foreign Affairs

Minigter of Interna Affairs and Adminisiration
Minister of Nationa Defense

Minigter of the Economy

Minister of the State Treasury

Minigter of Labor

Minister of Justice

Minigter of Hedlth

Minigter of Education

Minister of Science

Minister of Culture

Minigter of the Environment

Chief of the Cabinet of the Council of Ministers

Proposed Minister

Leszek Miller

Marek Belka

Marek Pol

Jarosaw Kalinowski
Whrodzimierz Cimoszewicz
Krzysztof Janik

Jerzy Szmajdiithski
Jacek Piechota
Wiesaw Kaczmarek
Jerzy Hausner
Barbara Piwnik
Mariusz ©apiisKi
Krystyna ©ybacka
Micher Kleiber
Andrzeg) Celitaski
Stanisaw odlichowski

Marek Wagner



